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USEEC ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, GW 

SUBJECT: MAY DAY IN THE FRG 

SUMMARY: MAY DAY IN THE FRG WAS CELEBRATED WITH TRADE 
UNION AND POLITICAL SPEECHES IN MAJOR CENTERS CALLING 
FOR AN END TO UNEMPLOYMENT AND NO RETREAT FROM SOCIAL 
PROGRESS. EMPLOYERS WERE SINGLED OUT FOR ATTACK 
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PARTICULARLY IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF THE LOCK- 
OUT AS A COUNTER-STRIKE WEAPON. END SUMMARY 

1 . FEDERAL CHANCELLOR HELMUT SCHMIDT ASSURED A 
MAY DAY CROWD OF ABOUT 5000 IN ESSEN THAT "THE FIGHT 
AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT REMAINS THE NUMBER ONE TASK OF THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT." HE EXCLAIMED THAT THERE WOULD 
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BE NO RETREAT FROM SOCIAL PROGRESS IN HIS GOVERNMENT 
AND THAT THE SPD/FDP COALITION WAS IN AGREEMENT ON 
THAT. FURTHER, HE STATED THAT ANYONE WHO TRIES TO 
"STOP THE CLOCK OF SOCIAL PROGRESS WILL NOT ONLY HAVE 
THE POWER OF THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT AGAINST HIM, BUT 
ALSO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT." HE PRAISED THE "SENSE 
OF PROPORTION" SHOWN BY THE TRADE UNIONS IN 
THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED WAGE ROUND. 

2. GERMAN TRADE UNION FEDERATION (DGB) PRESIDENT 
HEINZ OSKAR VETTER, SPEAKING FROM THE SAME PLATFORM, 
WARNED AGAINST USING THE PERIOD OF ECONOMIC CRISIS AS 
"A PRETEXT FOR POLITICAL AND SOCIAL REACTION." VETTER 
WAS PARTICULARLY SHARP IN HIS ATTACK ON THE USE OF THE 
LOCKOUT AS A COUNTER- WEAPON TO THE STRIKE. HE LABELED 
THE LOCKOUT AS "A REACTIONARY ATTEMPT TO RUIN THE 
UNIONS FINANCIALLY AND TO DESTROY THEIR ABILITY TO 
FIGHT." HE INSISTED THAT THE FOUNDERS OF THE REPUBLIC 
HAD NOT INTENDED TO EQUATE THE LOCKOUT WITH THE RIGHT 
TO STRIKE. 

3. WILLY BRANDT IN HANNOVER TOOK THE EMPLOYERS TO 
TASK FOR THE "BRUTAL" USE OF THE LOCKOUT WHICH HE DES- 
CRIBED NOT AS A "EQUAL" WEAPON, BUT ONE DESIGNED TO 
"BREAK THE BACK OF THE UNIONS." HE WARNED THAT 

WAGE AUTONOMY WOULD BE ENDANGERD IF EMPLOYERS RESORTED 
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TO GENERAL LOCKOUTS AS A WEAPON IN COLLECTIVE BARGAIN- 
ING. 

4. OTHER NATIONAL AND REGIONAL UNION LEADERS SOUNDED 
SIMILAR THEMES FROM PLATFORMS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 
SOME ARGUED FOR SHORTER HOURS AND A REDUCED WORK 
WEEK AS TOOLS TO FIGHT UNEMPLOYMENT. MOSTLY. THEY 
STUCK TO THE TRADITIONAL THEMES OF IOBS, FREEDOM AND 
PROGRESS. IN SEVERAL PLACES, IN ESSEN, WEST BERLIN, 

SINGEN, SMALL BANDS OF "LEFT OR RIGHT EXTREMISTS" 

SHOWED UP. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF WEST BERLIN, WHERE 
SEVERAL POLICEMEN WERE REPORTED SLIGHTLY INJURED IN A 
SCUFFLE, THESE APPEARANCES CAUSED NO DISRUPTION OF 

THE MAY DAY MEETINGS. 

5. COMMENT: THE WIDESPREAD USE OF THE LOCKOUT BY 
EMPLOYERS IN BOTH THE RECENT PRINTING AND METAL IN 
DUSTRY DISPUTES HAS PROVOKED INCREASINGLY SHARP 
CRITICISM FROM UNION LEADERS. IN THE FRG, WHERE 

THE LOCKOUT IS NOT ILLEGAL, BUT HAS BEEN ONLY RARELY 
USED, ITS UNRESTRICTED USE COULD BECOME AN ISSUE OF 
MAJOR POLITICAL IMPORTANCE. 
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